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Session Contents

This session will provide delegates with a detailed briefing on the application, assessment and evidence
requirements specific to independent and estranged students:

Content will cover six key areas that are fundamental to the application journey of independent students:
\J
1. Independent @ 2. Evidence "Elﬂl 3. Overview of
Reasons Requirements Estrangement
és:[rrgi Re?;ee;){ Pﬁ)\ 5. Contacting the D 6. IAG
J Q Independent Team Resources
CER

Assessors

Student Loans Company

OFFICIAL



- -

Independent and Estranged Students

Independent Student Reasons
and Status Evidence Requirements
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Reasons for Independent Status

Typically, a student under 25 will be sponsored by their parents, in order for their application to be fully means tested:

However, if they qualify for independent status, students do not need to provide these financial details to be assessed for
the higher level of support and these situations include:

Estranged from both parents
“a\Y

Care Leaver ‘—‘ a

Self supported for three years prior to start of course

Parents can’t be found/unable to be contacted

Both parents deceased

Sponsoring parent is deceased

Parents are outside of the EU, and it is not practical to contact them
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Independent Status Evidence 1

Independent Reason Evidence

Letter from a professional person confirming:

EICHIEN Nl SR{elislel - Medical conditions which prevent sponsor(s) from providing financial information

Not practical to contact and;

« Confirmation that there is no Power of Attorney or Deputyship Order in place

Letter from a professional person or estrangement form confirming:

« Their relationship to the student and length of time they have known the student
(usually 12 months, but we can look at this on a case by case basis).

« Confirmation of the student’s estrangement from both parents and when this
occurred

«  Current contact levels with the student’s parents and if reconciliation is likely

Estrangement

Letter from a local authority, social worker, or leaving care team confirming:

 The student is a care leaver

Care Leaver » That they were looked after by a local authority

* The dates they were in care

« That they have not returned to the care of their parent(s) prior to first day of the AY

& 5.0
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Independent Status Evidence 2

Reason Evidence

Both parents death certificates and student birth certificate

Bleiln [FRIEnits [DeesesEe - If unable to provide this, we can accept a letter from a professional person

Contributing Sponsor

The death certificate of the contributing (linked) sponsor
Deceased 9 ) sp

Letter from a professional person confirming parents live outside of the EU, and;
Parents Abroad

(Jeopardy/Not practical) « Assessment of their financial circumstances could place them in jeopardy or it

is not reasonably practical to contact their parents or send them money

Three years worth of financial evidence
 (E.g. P60s, final payslips, HMRC statements, DWP statements)

Self Support

« We also need a breakdown of their employment history to ensure a full 36
months is covered, if this has not already been provided when the student
applied
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Acceptable Third Parties: A Professional Person

Students applying for independent status are provided a list of acceptable third parties who can support their application:

» The third party must be a person of good standing, be fully aware of the student’s situation, not be related to the student,
and not live with the student

. - " . Independent Student Sfe
Examples of commonly nominated third parties include: I

I Examples of acceptable third parties

» Social Worker/Support Worker

o COU nsel Ior The person who provides evidence must:
* b & parson of good standing in the community
* e Tully aware of your situatson

. = not be related to you {by birth or mamiaga’chvil partnership) or in a relationship with you
[} * President/Secretary of a recognise
Med|Ca| DOC’[OI’ * not live at the same address as you ot acharty :"3;72;“(:” o
These are commaon examples of people you might know who can provide evidence: i e
\ = Accountant * Minister of a recognised raligion e e

« Student Welfare Officer » Aschitect « Nurse
» Bank or Building Society Officia = Officer of the Armed Services -
= Barrister = Optician - f

Bustive list; there are other professional people who could provide evidence.
H H h y | fac " ! 1 ice from a professional not listed here, send this for us to review.
« College or University Support Team " Craman/Disctor of a company - peraes “
e T L

» Chiropodist * Personal License holder
* Civil sandant * Pharmacist
= College/University Support team = Polica Officer

& 5.0
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Independent Status Evidence: Self Support

A student can apply as independent on the basis of self support if they can provide evidence showing they have supported
themselves for any period of 36 months before the first year of their course:

« Astudent must be able to prove that they have earned enough to support themselves during the period in question
using income or savings acquired from employment, self employment or benefits

Evidence we can accept (this is not exhaustive):

P60s, Week 52/53 payslips or Month 12 payslips
« Statement of Earnings from Her Majesty’s Revenue & Customs (HMRC) or Statement of Earnings from employer

» Aletter from their local Jobcentre Plus or Department for Work & Pensions (DWP) confirming the specific periods
of any/all benefit entitlement they have received

» Acceptable benefits include: PIP, DLA, UC, ESA, JSA
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Independent and Estranged Students

Care Leaver and Estranged Student Status
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Care Leavers

By SFE definition, a care leaver is someone who from any point from the age of 16 to the first day of the first academic year
(AY) of their course has not been under the legal care of their parents, and;

« For three months or more, they have been in the custody or legal care or have been given accommodation by a Local
Authority, including being placed in foster care

A letter from a Local Authority, social worker, or leaving care team can be accepted as evidence of care leaver status and
should confirm the following:

« That the students were looked after by a Local Authority
« Dates they were in care and that they have not returned to care of their parent(s) prior to the first day of the AY

We are unable to grant care leaver status for students who are under the care of another family member, or who have
been in supported housing (such as YMCA):

 However, these students may still be deemed as independent for another reason
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Care Leavers: Local Authority Letters

A common issue with Local Authority letters received is that they do not cover the three essential consideration factors
for assessment as a care leaver:

Local Authority Letters: A good practice example e ——

Torguay Town Hall Castle Circus
Torguay, TQ1 3DR

This example Local Authority letter confirms that the student is a care leaver and o
addresses all three essential assessment points: Dotz
- That they were looked after by a Local Authority e o Low Do 1308001 SFECAN 1zsrens
To whom this may concern _eaver, under Section 24 of the Children

ked after by the Local Authority (Torbay
birthday will be supporied by the Care

 The dates they were in care, and; Re: Joe Low D.OB 13052001 SFE CRN :- 12345678964 o remed 0 he car f s pents.

e Leaver Teams until nis 25" pirnaay.

| am writing to confim Joe Low has become a Care Leaver, under Section 24 of the Children [ "™"

¢ They have nOt retu I’ned tO the care Of the|r parent(S) (Leaving Care) Act 2000. Alex has been in care and looked after by the Local Authority (Torbay
. . . Council) since he was 13 years old and as of his 18" birthday will be supported by the Care
prlor to the fl rSt day Of the fl rSt AY Leavers service provided by the Local Authaority. His has not returnad to the care of his parents.

He will receive general support and guidance from the Care Leaver Teams until nis 25™ binhday.

Flease do not hesitate to contact me if you require any further information

& 5.0
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Estranged Status

What is Estrangement?

« The relationship between a student and both their biological/adoptive parents has irreconcilably broken down and
reconciliation is highly unlikely

What is not Estrangement?

« The student’s parents are refusing to provide financial information or if the student has simply moved out of their family
home

Evidence requirements: A completed Estrangement Declaration Form or a signed and dated letter from a professional
person can be accepted as evidence to support an application for estrangement and this evidence must confirm:

« The third party’s relationship to the student and the length of time they have known them

« Confirmation of the student’s estrangement from both parents and when this occurred

« Current contact levels with the students’ parents (if any) and if any reconciliation is likely
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Estranged Status: Confirmation of Estrangement Form

Where applicable, students will be able to access and download a Confirmation of Estrangement Form via their online
accounts or alternatively, the form can be accessed through www.sfengland.slc.co.uk/estrangement:

Confirmation of
2023/24 Estrangement form

Sfe m To be completed by the third party m To be completed by the third party

Information for the third party 23 What is your relationship to the
Read "Who can be a third party’ on page 1 and make sure you fit the criteria. ‘student?

Complete section 2 of this form. If the student has answered ‘Yes' to question 1.3, also complete
section 3. Sign and date the declaration, then pass the form back to the student.

To find out how wa'll use the information you provide go to www.gov.uk/studentfinance to read our
Privacy Notica before completing this form.

I About this form

“You need to complete this form to confirm that Some common examples of estrangement are:

you're estranged from your parentis). = You are living with friends, or with other family

Month Year
To be considered estranged from your parentis). members such as aunts/uncles/grandparents. 24 When did you first become aware of

you need to show that you have no contact, or very
limited contact, with your biological or adoptive
parent(s) and this is not likely to change.

We understand estrangement can be for many

= You have only ever knawn ane of your parents
and they have recently passed away.

= You still hava very limited contact with your

The Third Party will not be held liable for any inaccuracies provided on this form regarding the
estrangement details.

the student’s estrangement? CI I mmwnd

m To be completed by the third party

parent{s) for specific reasons, for example

25 Does the student have any contact
different reasons.

No
keeping in contact with siblings. 24 Your details Full name ‘with either parent? yoa| 2 e stnt v v youpormision
s © do 50, tell us your understanding
This isn't an exhaustive list. We review all — of their sstrangement and when this
appiications on a case-by-case basis p— " ; happened.
. K/ iich urrent employer and occupation + What stk curt svstion?

For mexa hell-and gota: = * What ledi to them being in this situation? (Thi
You can still be assessed for a Tuition Fee Loan and some Maintenance Loan until we can ot ey bt
confirm your circumstances.

« Confimation thatthe student sn' in contact

I How to complete this form

Cortinue on a separats sheet o paper f you
nesdto

26  Has the student been in contact No
Work arkirees with either parent in the last 12
This form is split into three sections: months? Yes
Section 1 - Complete your datails and canfirm how your third party will be using this form then pass the

form to your third party.

Section 2 - Your third party needs to complete this section.

Section 3 - If you want your third party to provids details of your estrangement on this form, they also
need to complete this section.

Third party declaration - Your third party needs to sign and date this declaration before passing the form Postcode
back to you.

Student declaration - Check the information provided by your third party is corect. Sign, date and return
this form.

|
LRUEEICERRESEURVECEIN | Third party declaration
This declaration should be read, signed and dated by the third party who
sections 2 and (if applicable) 3.
Worldbusiness phone number By completing this declaration | confirm that:

« Ido not live at the same address as the student;

Contact phone number (including area code)

complete section 3 on the ne)

Read the information balow to find out who can act as your third party.

Who can be a third party

+1am ot related o the student by birth, marriage or i partnership:
B . ) « 1amnotin a personl relationship with the student for example, they are nct my partnsr): and
This form needs to be completed by "an « a solicitor Email address «to the best of my boie. . true and complte. I s not
independent persan of good standing in the « your Welfara Advisor | nderstand the student may have ther fiancial support withcraw.
community’ who knows the details of your . )
estrangement fram your parent(s). This could be: ::‘;;:Bd"ms"‘;:i"g“ R Your full name (in BLOGK GAPITALS)
* your university/collags lectursr Thia )

person can't:

R = live at the same address as you 22 How long have you known the Ysars_ Monites Your signaturs Today's date (DDMMYYYY)
= your support warker = be related to you by birth or marriage/civil student? ’_ j|—7 X ‘
= your social worksr partnership If you have known the student for less than 12
* adoctor « ba your partner months, you may wish to see avidence of their

circumstances.

Now pass this form back to the student
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Confirmation of Estrangement Form: Points of Note 1

Confirmation of Estrangement Form: Points of Note for HEP Support Advisers

Section 2.1: We need the full name, employer, occupation and contact details for the supporting third party

« These details enable us to contact a third party directly should we need to query any of the information provided

Section 2.2: Asks how long you have known the student

« We would usually expect this to be 12 months, but for HEP staff we would accept any period of time

Section 2.3: Relationship to student

 For most HEPs we can accept a job title such as HEP Student Welfare Adviser or similar

Section 2.6: Asks has the student been in contact with either parent in the last 12 months
- |If the answer is No, then we will be in a position to award estrangement

- If they have been it is important to give details around this, if this has been limited and for a specific
purpose we may still be in a position to award estrangement

OFFICIAL
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Confirmation of Estrangement Form: Points of Note 2

Confirmation of Estrangement Form: Points of Note for HEP Support Advisers
Section 3: Gives the third party the opportunity to provide additional detail around the student's situation
« A supporting third party does not need to provide an abundance of detail here

« We don’t want too much personal information being shared when we may already have enough information to make a
decision, we just need clarification that the student is not in contact with both parents

« This is particularly important for more recent estrangements, or if there is some sporadic contact with parents
« ltis also important that reference is made to both biological or adoptive parents

« Some students may not have known one of their parents, but it is important to again mention both parents on the
completed form
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Estranged Status: Third Party Letters

Applications for estranged status are assessed on a case-by-case, and all supporting evidence (police incident reports etc)
can all help form the complete picture of the student’s circumstances:

« Estrangement Assessors can also review cases for students who can’t provide ‘standard’ evidence of estrangement

Example of an acceptable third party letter to support a student’s application for estranged status, which confirms key
details including:

. . NMel| |
« The role of the supporting third party i pamueron
« Details of their relationship with the student
My name is Wilma Cousins and | am a social worker at Darlington Council | have known ok atDarington Gouncl 1 heve know
o The Studentas estrangement from both parents Lizzie Chfaw for t"u? Ia_st.z vears having supported her through a turbulent period c_:f her.l|fe. I s metrabion onship
can confirm that Lizzie is estranged from her parents. The breakdown of her relationship fing as they have made fcear she s no onger
with them began nearly 3 years ago after they disagread with her life choices.
° That reconCiIiation is unlikely Unfortunately, | can't see the situation changing as they have made It clear she Is no longer
a part of thelr family.
Many Thanks
U";)/{‘%;seuvu

& 5.0
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Independent and Estranged Students

Awarding Independent Student Status
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Duration of Independent Status Award

When a student is initially awarded independent status they will receive confirmation in a email stating the independent
reason and if this award is for one academic year or for the duration of their studies:

Summary table of independent status reasons and evidence frequency requirements:

Independent Reason Evidence Needed Every Year?

Parents Can’t Be Found Yes

Estrangement Sometimes

Both Parents Deceased No

Sponsoring Parent Status awarded for one year then will move to another
Deceased independent reason or become dependent

Parents Outside EU Yes
Self Support No

Care Leaver No
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Confirmation of Independent Status

The email sent to students will detail when the independent status was first confirmed, for how long the student has had
independent status granted, for what reason, and will signpost to their University or College to seek additional support:

« Options, such as Change of Circumstances can be added/removed to the email text where appropriate

) Students may need this advice if they have selected ‘parental rate’ Independent student status granted for academic year 2021/22
bUt have been awarded Independent Status and therefore may be We've assessed you as an independent student because you're irmeconcilably estranged from
entitled to additional Maintenance Loan support your parents.

You may want to take this letter to your university or college as confirmation of your status.
They may be able to offer you further financial support and advice.

We may ask you for new evidence in future academic years.

You have been awarded “parental rate” maintenance loan as initially requested. As you have
been awarded independent status you may be entitled to additional funding. Please complete

Estrangement may Only be awarded for one academic year |f the attached CO1 form to indicate your living locations for each term.

Yours sincerely

« The estrangement is recent

Student Finance England

* Reconciliation may be likely

« Standard evidence could not be provided and independent status has been awarded following a telephone review
with an Estrangement Assessor

& 5.0
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Independent and Estranged Students

Example Scenarios
Would Estranged Status be Awarded?
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Would Estranged Status Be Awarded? Scenario 1

From the third party information and evidence provided on these example Confirmation of Estrangement Forms, would
the student in question be awarded estranged status and if so, for what duration?

I To be completed by the third party m To be completed by the third party

2.3 What is your relationship to the University Welfare Adviser 3.1 :Ltzz i:)uc:zlr;tul:asoirﬁzg:;t;;r:’?;ssmn Left the family home 7 months ago after
student? of their e’strang:ment and when th?s frequent agruments and XXXXXX feels like
happened. they just can't deal with living with their parents
at present.
* What is their current situation?
* What led to them being in this situation? (This
24 When did you first become aware of Mo'ﬂ Er_ . information isn't mandatory, but it may help us
the student’s estrangement? ’E 3l 210ll2 ZI to process the application more quickly.)

* Confirmation that the student isn't in contact
with either parent.

25 Does the student have any contact No Continue on a separate sheet of paper if you
with either parent? need to.
\/ Yes - please give details below

A few times a month at the family home.

2.6 Has the student been in contact No
with either parent in the last 12
months? \/ Yes - please give details below

As above. A few times a month at the family
home.

& s
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Would Estranged Status Be Awarded? Scenario 1 Answer

On face value, in this situation we would not award estrangement because:

There is still regular contact indicated between the student and their parents

The student has only recently moved out the family home and despite some
highlighted issues, they maintain contact

To be completed by the third party

23 What is your relationship to the University Welfare Adviser
student?

24 When did you first become aware of Month Year

the student's estrangement? 0] 3}[2]{0][2 |2

25 Does the student have any contact No
with either parent?
/ Yes - please give details below

A few times a month at the family home.

286 Has the student been in contact No
with either parent in the last 12
months? \/ Yes - please give details below

As above. A few times a month at the family
home

If there were any compelling circumstances or missing information then additional evidence or third party testimony
could always be provided and the assessment can be reviewed accordingly

OFFICIAL
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Would Estranged Status Be Awarded? Scenario 2

From the third party information and evidence provided on these example Confirmation of Estrangement Forms, would
the student in question be awarded estranged status and if so, for what duration?:

I To be completed by the third party TN To be completed by the third party

23 What is your relationship to the Sixth Form College Progression and Support 31 !Lt:z ::,uc:::'Intul;asogl;llrv::::rzi;;zrcln;smon XXXX has moved out of her family home. She
student? Adviser of their éstrangeyment and when th?s had a series of prolonged and severe
happened. arguments with her father regarding her life
o . choices and they are no longer speaking.
* What is their current situation?
24  When did you first become aware of Month Year ® hat led to I‘::Tmb:r'lggt':r;h'Sui";‘i:f;z efl':fs Attempts have been made to repair the
the student’s estrangement? E [ 210l ] zl to process the application more quickly.) relaionship but these have been unsucessful
— « Confirmation that the student isn't in contact and there is absolutely no indication that this
with either parent. situation will change in the foreseeable future.
25 Does the student have any contact v | No E:;;i'::e on a saparate sheet of paper If you . _
with either parent? : Since 2019, XXXX has been estranged from
Yes - please give details below both her mother and father and living with a
friend's family.
She still sees her siblings on occasion but has
zero contact of any kind with her parents.
26 Has the student been in contact J No
with either parent in the last 12
months? Yes - please give details below

& s
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Would Estranged Status Be Awarded? Scenario 2 Answer

In this situation, we would award the student estranged status:

m To be completed by the third party
23 :\{:::Lz;our relationship to the ig\tﬁsgrmm College Progression and Support
« There has been no contact with either parent for 12 months T
e student’s estrangement? OLL&LQ
25 Does the student have any contact \/ No

with either parent?
Yes - please give details below

« There is no chance of reconciliation Ry Y e s

Based on the evidence provided and third party statement of support, we would award the student estranged status for
the duration of the student’s studies

& 5.0

Shucdent Loans Company

OFFICIAL



OFFICIAL

Would Estranged Status Be Awarded? Scenario 3

From the third party information and evidence provided on these example Confirmation of Estrangement Forms, would
the student in question be awarded estranged status and if so, for what duration?:

m To be completed by the third party m To be completed by the third party

; ; 3.1 If the student h i issi . ‘
2.3  Whatis your relationship to the HEP Student Union Support Adviser to dz 201.] t::: usa;oﬂrﬁ::::;;:m:smn XXXXX has had no contact with his mother for
student? of their e’estrangemenl and when this an extended period of time (14 months) by his
happened. account and the relationship has broken down

completely.
* What is their current situation?

= What led to them being in this situation? (This

2.4 When did you first become aware of Month Year information isn't mandatory, but it may helpus || CIOWINg this collapse of thelrelahorwshlp IW|t_h
the student’s estrangement? E [11 2o ll2 ] ZI to process the application more quickly.) his mother, XXXXX has been 'sofa-surfing' with
e « Confirmation that the student isn’t in contact friends as no other family members were able
with either parent. to take him in.
2.5 Does the student have any contact v I No S::;'T;e on & separats sheet of paper if you _ . .
with either parent? - XXXXX does not belive that the relationship
Yes - please give details below with his mother can be repaired and from our
discussions | have no reason to doubt this.
26 Has the student been in contact J No
with either parent in the last 12
months? Yes - please give details below

Shadant L
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Would Estranged Status Be Awarded? Scenario 3 Answer

In this situation we would not initially award estrangement because:

m To be completed by the third party
« Evidence provided only mentions the student’s mother and not both parents

tod , tell derstandil .
O o o0 2 LS Your nderstanding n extended period of time (14 months) by his

of their estrangement and when this X g
happened. ccount and the relationship has broken down
ompletely

* What is their current situation?
* What led to them being in this situation? (This
informatic

't mandatory, but it may help us Following this collapse of the relationship with

application more quickly,) his mother, XXXXX has been 'sofa-surfing' with

roce:
« Confirmation that the student isn't in contact friends as no other family members were able
with either parent. lto take him in

Continue on a separate sheet of paper if you

IXXXXX does not belive that the relationship
ith his mother can be repaired and from our
iscussions | have no reason to doubt this.

* The Independent Team/Estranged Assessor will review the wider application
and contact the student regarding the relationship with their other parent

We would always advise a supporting third party to provide as much detail and relevant evidence as possible to convey
a full and accurate account of the student’s situation, allowing applications to progress as efficiently as possible

& 5.0
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Independent and Estranged Students

The Role of Estrangement Assessors
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The Role of Estrangement Assessors

Estrangement Assessors review cases for students who can’t provide standard evidence as part of their application:
Estrangement Assessors will conduct telephone reviews and where possible award estrangement to students who:

« Have not disclosed their circumstances to anyone who SLC would consider to be a professional person
 No longer have contact with the professional person who provided the information on their behalf previously
« Have recently become estranged and have not confided in anyone who would be considered a professional person

« Are still living in the family home but are in an abusive situation and unable to leave

A student can be referred to an Estrangement Assessor by providing a cover letter describing their situation in as much
detail as they feel comfortable with and the reasons why they are unable to provide standard evidence:

« This will then be processed by the Independent Team and passed to the Estrangement Assessors if needed

« The majority of cases received will be reviewed by the Independent Team

OFFICIAL
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Estrangement Assessor Process

Qualifying student s
identified and passed
to the Assessor

Assessor emails
student to arrange a
telephone review

Telephone review
complete and decision

is made on awarding
estrangement

Student can provide
standard evidence
after conversation

Student successfully
assessed by using
evidence received

Confirmation email
sent to student

Can be used for HEP
bursary purposes

Prompted to inform a
professional person to
provide evidence in
the following AY

Student notified that
independent status
has been awarded

If status awarded will
be awarded for 1 AY

Student unable to
provide evidence

Decision based on
telephone interview

Returning student will
always be directed

| back to the Assessor to

review the application

Standard evidence will
be requested this year

OFFICIAL
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Duration of Study
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Estranged Student Journey

Applies for AY 22/23
funding as an
estranged student

Students makes HEP
aware of situation

Applies again for AY
23/24 with supporting
evidence from HEP
Support Adviser

Unable to provide

standard evidence Application passed
to Estrangement
Rings the Contact Assessor

Centre for advice

Independent status

awarded for
estrangement

Rings Assessor to make
them aware

Their application is
processed

OFFICIAL

Contacted by
Estrangement
Assessor

Completes telephone
review with
Estrangement
Assessor

Independent Status
Awarded

Duration of Study
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Independent and Estranged Students

Contacting the Independent Team
and |AG Resources for Practitioners and Students
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Contacting the Independent Team

Inbox for complex queries, and urgent cases, particularly sensitive cases, or to send estrangement declaration
forms which have been unable to be signed from HEPs:

* Independent_Student_Enquiries@slc.co.uk @

Referrals for qualifying students to be assigned an Estrangement Assessor, or for general queries for students
who have already been assigned an Estrangement Assessor:

« Estranged@slc.co.uk or 0300 100 0034 E

SLC are of course bound by GDPR, and in order to share details of a student’s application we will need to have
a Consent to Share (CTS) set up on their account, and supporting advisers need to pass the CTS security also:

« www.practitioners.slc.co.uk/about-us/consent-to-share

OFFICIAL
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IAG Resources for Care Leaver and Estranged Students 1

Enhanced information and guidance for advisers supporting care leavers and estranged students, including downloadable
factsheets can be found on the Student Finance England and Student Finance Wales practitioner websites:

SFE: www.practitioners.slc.co.uk/care-leavers www.practitioners.slc.co.uk/estrangement

SFW: www.studentfinancewales.co.uk/practitioners/news/new-information-and-resources-for-estranged-and-care-leaver-students
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The UCAS website contains individual pages dedicated to information and resources for both care leavers and
estranged students:

« www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/individual-needs/ucas-undergraduate-support-care-leavers

« www.ucas.com/estranged-students
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The SFE Zone on The Student Room and SFE Hub on UCAS feature student finance
information and links for care leavers:

« www.thestudentroom.co.uk/student-finance/student-finance-for-care-leavers

 www.ucas.com/student-finance-england/other-funding-full-time-students

On propel.org.uk students can find information about moving into higher education
from care, alongside details of support that individual universities and colleges across the
UK offer:

 https://propel.org.uk/UK

The Care Leaver Local Offer site provides information and a function allowing users to
search by local authority to check what provision they are offering to care leavers:

« This includes job opportunities and education funding/bursary support

« www.careleaveroffer.co.uk
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The National Network for the Education of Care Leavers (NNECL) are committed to transforming the
opportunities, progression and support for Care Experienced students in further and higher education:

« The NNECL website contains best practice examples, partnerships, events and
resources for supporting care leavers

e www.nnecl.org

Stand Alone provide support to those who are estranged from their parents, including helping them to
prepare for life at university:

Q.
StandAlGNE suoporing peonie

« The Stand Alone Guide contains information about support, evidence, application and the
assessment processes for estranged students

« www.standalone.org.uk

« www.standalone.org.uk/quides/student-quide
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