
Postgraduate Doctoral Loans 
Policy and Implementation 
 



Workshop format 

Å  Introduction of Postgraduate Doctoral Loans in England 

 

Å  Introduction of Postgraduate Doctoral Loans in Wales 

 

Å  Operational changes for Postgraduate Doctoral Loans in England 



Why Introduce a Doctoral Loan - SFE  

Å  To remove the commonly faced financial barrier  

 

Å  To increase numbers of students with Doctoral Qualifications  

 

Å  Sustain the continued excellence of UK research and innovation 

 

Å  Broaden support to new and wider ranging research areas 

 

 



Å A OF L`rsdqƍr kn`mof up to £10,280 Ɗ not available to Doctoral 

students 

 

 

Å PG Chr`akdc Rstcdmsrƍ @kknv`mbdr Ɗ currently available to 

Doctoral students 

Pre AY 18/19 PG Support from SFE 



Å  Research Council Awards 

 

Å  Institutional Finance 

 

Å  Trusts and Charities  

 

Å  Erasmus+ Doctoral Loans Scheme 

 

Å  Employer Funding  

Other Sources of Funding Ɗ PGD (SFE) 



18/19 PG Doctoral Funding from SFE 

  What's New? 

 

Å  From 18/19, new students starting an eligible Doctoral degree 

may be eligible for a loan of up to £25,000 from SFE 

 

Å The new loan is subject to parliamentary confirmation and 

regulatory approval 

 

 

 



18/19 PG Doctoral Funding from SFE 

  What's New? 
 

Å The loan is a contribution towards the cost of study 

 

Å Non-means tested 

 

Å Paid directly to the student  



Personal Eligibility (1)  - England  

Residency   

 

Å  Student residency requirements are as per PGML requirements 

 

Personal Eligibility - SFE  

PG L`rsdqƍr PG Doctoral  

Available to:  

Å England domiciled students studying in the UK; 

Å EU students studying in England 



Personal Eligibility (2) - England 

 

New Residency Category Ɗ Stateless Persons  

 

Å Eligibility is extended to individuals granted leave to remain in the UK 

`r ` ƏRs`sdkdrr OdqrnmƐ  

 

Å This new residency category applies to all student finance products 

Personal Eligibility - SFE  



Personal Eligibility (1)  - England  

Age Limit  
 

Å  Age limit requirements are as per PGML requirements 

 

Personal Eligibility - SFE  

PG L`rsdqƍr PG Doctoral  

Rstcdmsƍr ltrs ad `fdc tmcdq 5/ nm sgd ehqrs c`x ne sgd ehqrs @b`cdlhb

Year of the course. 
 



Personal Eligibility (2) - England 

Previous Study Ɗ Previous Qualifications  

Å Previous qualification rules are as per PGML requirements  

 

 

Personal Eligibility - SFE  

PG L`rsdqƍr PG Doctoral  

ÅStudents who already hold an equivalent or higher level 

qualification are ineligible for support 

 



Personal Eligibility (2) - England 

Previous Study - Equivalent Level Qualifications PGD  

 

  
  

Personal Eligibility - SFE  

HE Qualification held FHEQ level 
Student 
eligible 

Higher doctorate (e.g. Dlitt) NA No 

Doctoral degrees (e.g. PhD/DPhil) 8 No 

Level 8 Award, Certificate, Diploma  8 Yes 

aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ & LƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜŘ ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ  7 Yes 



Personal Eligibility (2) - England 

Previous Study Ɗ No Qualification  
 

Å Previous study rules are as per PGML requirements  

 

 

Personal Eligibility - SFE  

PG L`rsdqƍr PG Doctoral  

ÁEligibility is not affected by previous study where the student did 

not achieve the qualification 



Personal Eligibility (2) - England 

Previous Funding  
 

Å Previous funding rules are as per PGML requirements.  

 

 

Personal Eligibility - SFE  

PG L`rsdqƍr PG Doctoral  

ÁWhere a student undertook a previous course and received a loan 

from SFE, they are ineligible for future support 



Personal Eligibility (2) - England 

Previous Funding - CPR 

 

Å Students can access another PGDL if they can show that the previous 

withdrawal was due to CPR 

 

Å  CPR Students can receive a further £25,000 

 

 

 

 

 

Personal Eligibility - SFE  



Personal Eligibility (2) - England 

Other Sources of Funding  

 

 

 

Personal Eligibility - SFE  

PG L`rsdqƍr PG Doctoral  

Students not  eligible  if receiving; 

 

NHS Bursary  

Social Work Bursary 

Any other HE funding 

Students not  eligible  if receiving; 

 

NHS Bursary  

Social Work Bursary 

Research Council Funding 

Any other HE funding 



Personal Eligibility (2) - England 

Other Sources of Funding Ɗ Research Council Funding  

 

Å Students are not eligible for PGDL where they are in receipt of 

Research Council funding, including; 

 

Å  Full funding (fee and maintenance stipend) 

Å  Fee only funding  

 

Personal Eligibility - SFE  



Personal Eligibility (2) - England 

Å Other Sources of Funding  

 

Å  NHS and Social Work Bursary rules are as per current PGML rules 

 

Å Other HE funding will impact eligibility 

 

Å  No other sources of funding will affect PGDL Eligibility 

Personal Eligibility - SFE  



Personal Eligibility (2) - England 

Time Limit for Loan Application  
 

Å  The application time limit is as per the current time limit for PGML  

 

 

Personal Eligibility - SFE  

PG L`rsdqƍr PG Doctoral  

Å Students must apply within nine months of the first day of the final 

academic year of the course  



Personal Eligibility (2) - England 

Eligible HE Providers  

 

Course Eligibility - SFE  

Å Must have Research Degree Awarding Powers 

 

Å  Must be either: 

Å Authority Funded or; 

Å Alternative Providers with degree awarding powers 
 



Personal Eligibility (2) - England 

Eligible HE Providers  

 

Å Where the course is provided by more than one HEP the student must 

be registered to a lead institution which is awarding the qualification 

 

Å Courses may be provided by eligible HEPs in conjunction with non-UK 

institutions 

Course Eligibility - SFE  



Personal Eligibility (2) - England 

 

 

 

 

Course Eligibility - SFE  

Eligible Doctoral  Courses  

Å Level 8 doctoral degree courses including: 
 

o  Subject specialist doctorates 

o Integrated doctorates 

o Professional and practice-based doctorates 



Personal Eligibility (2) - England 

 

 

 

 

Course Eligibility - SFE  

Ineligible  Doctoral Courses  

Å  All Doctorates by publication 

Å  Higher doctorates  

Å  Partial Doctoral Courses 

Å   Other level 8 qualifications 



Personal Eligibility (2) - England 

Course Structure  

 

Å  Courses may be a combination of : 

 

Å Taught and research based study 

Å PT and FT study 

Å Periods of attendance and distance learning 

Course Eligibility - SFE  



Personal Eligibility (2) - England 

Course Structure  

 

Å There are no subject restrictions  

 

Å At least 50% of study over the whole course must be undertaken in 

the UK  

Course Eligibility - SFE  



Personal Eligibility (2) - England 

Course Structure Ɗ Partial Courses  

 

Å Students must register for a full doctoral degree course in order to be 

eligible for PGDL  

 

Å Rstcdmsr vgn qdfhrsdq enq ` rs`mc`knmd l`rsdqƍr bntqrd `qd mns dkhfhakd

for PGDL 

 

Course Eligibility - SFE  



Personal Eligibility (2) - England 

Course Structure Ɗ Partial Courses  

 

Å Student utilising prior attainment to bypass any aspects of their 

doctoral course, are ineligible for funding.  

 

Å Direct Entrants are ineligible for support 

Course Eligibility - SFE  



Personal Eligibility (2) - England 

Partial Courses (Example 1)  

 

Å Lisa enrols on a four year Doctoral Course in 18/19 

 

Å She will spend the first year of her studies enrolled on an MPhil Ɗ this is 

an integral part of her Doctoral course 

 

Å Lisa is eligible for PGDL for the full four years of her course  

 

 

Course Eligibility - SFE  



Personal Eligibility (2) - England 

Partial Courses (Example 2)  

 

Å Gavin `kqd`cx g`r ` L`rsdqƍr pt`khehb`shnm 'MRes) 

 

Å Gavin enrols on a four year Doctoral Course in 18/19 

 

Å Ctd sn F`uhmƍr oqduhntr kdudk 6 qdrd`qbg vnqj+ ghr GDO `kknvr ghl sn

enter directly into year 2 

 

Å Gavin is ineligible  for PGDL 

Course Eligibility - SFE  



Personal Eligibility (2) - England 

Course Length  

 

Course Eligibility - SFE  

PG L`rsdqƍr PG Doctoral  

Å FT Courses between 1 and 2 AYs 

Å PT Courses between 2 and 4 AYs 

depending on FTE 

 

 

ÅMust be between 3 and 8 AYs 

duration  

ÅNo FT Equivalency Rules in PGDL  



Personal Eligibility (2) - England 

Course Length  

 

Å Hs hr CeDƍr onkhbx hmsdms sn etmc sgd rstcdmsƍr dmshqd odqhnc ne rstcx 

 

Å This includes  sgd rstcdmsƍr uhud unbd `mc `mx sgdrhr qdvqhsd odqhnc 

 

Å Bntqrd kdmfsg < rstcdmsƍr hmhsh`k qdfhrsq`shnm to sn sgd dwodbsdcfinal 

thesis submission  

Course Eligibility - SFE  



Personal Eligibility (2) - England 

Distance Learning Courses  

 

 

Course Eligibility - SFE  

OF L`rsdqƍr PG Doctoral  

 

Å  Distance learning courses are eligible to attract support 

 

Å  Students must be undertaking the course in England on the first day 

of the first AY of the course 



Personal Eligibility (2) - England 

 

 

Payment and Entitlement - SFE  

PG L`rsdqƍr PG Doctoral  

Å  Loan payments made directly to student 

Å  3 instalments per AY, split 33%, 33%, 34% of the total amount 

requested per AY  

Payments  

 

 



Personal Eligibility (2) - England 

Yearly Entitlement / Payment  

 

Å PGDL Entitlement is split evenly across each AY of the course    

 

Å Students cannot elect to have payments split in different proportions 
 

 

 

Payment and Entitlement - SFE  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Payment and Entitlement - SFE  

Course length  Loan amount per AY  

Three AYs Year 1 - £8,333 

Year 2 - £8,333 

Year 3 - £8,334 

Four AYs Year 1 - £6,250 

Year 2 - £6,250  

Year 3 - £6,250 

Year 4 - £6,250 



Personal Eligibility (2) - England 

Yearly Entitlement Cap  

 

Å Sgd rstcdmsƍr sns`k kn`m dmshskdldms hr b`oodc `s ¢0/+5/8 odq @X 

 

Å Students are only entitled to support for each AY they have an active 

application 

 

Payment and Entitlement - SFE  



Personal Eligibility (2) - England 

Yearly Entitlement Cap  

 

Å Students will only submit one application for PGDL 

 

Å Students have an active application for the AY in which they apply plus 

all remaining AYs on their course 

 

Å Students applying in later AYs do not have an active application for any 

@Xƍr oqhnq sn sgd xd`q sgdx `ookhdc enq rtoonqs 

Payment and Entitlement - SFE  



Personal Eligibility (2) - England 

Yearly Entitlement Cap (Example 1)  

 

Å David studies on a 4 year course which starts in 18/19 

 

Å David applies for PGDL in year 3 (20/21) 

 

Å David is only entitled to support for years 3 & 4, capped at £10,609 

Payment and Entitlement - SFE  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Payment and Entitlement - SFE  

Yearly Entitlement Cap (Example 1)  

Course  Year Active App  AY Entitlement  

Year 1 (18/19) NO £0 

Year 2 (19/20) NO £0 

Year 3 (20/21) YES £10,609 

Year 4 (21/22) YES £10,609 

 Total Entitlement = £21,218  

Application 

Submitted  



Personal Eligibility (2) - England 

Yearly Entitlement Cap (Example 2)  

 

Å Tina studies on a 5 year course which starts in 18/19 

 

Å Tina applies for PGDL in year 3 (20/21) 

 

Å Tina is entitled to support in years 3, 4 and 5 

 

 

Payment and Entitlement - SFE  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Payment and Entitlement - SFE  

Yearly Entitlement Cap (Example 2)  

Course  Year Active App  AY Entitlement  

Year 1 (18/19) NO £0 

Year 2 (19/20) NO £0 

Year 3 (20/21) YES £8,333 

Year 4 (21/22) 
YES £8,333 

Year 5 (22/23) 
YES £8,334 

 Total Entitlement = £25,000 
 

Application 

Submitted  



Personal Eligibility (2) - England 

Confirmation of Study  

 

Å Payments should not be released for an AY until SLC have received 

confirmation from the HEP that the student is in study  

 

 

Payment and Entitlement - SFE  



Personal Eligibility (2) - England 

SLC should only receive a confirmation of study where the student is;  

 
  

 

Payment and Entitlement - SFE  

ÅUndertaking the eligible full course 

Å Studying at least 50 % within the UK 

Å Making progress on the course as per the confirmed course length  

Å Not in receipt of RC funding 



Personal Eligibility (2) - England 
 

Repeat Years of Study  

 

 

Payment and Entitlement - SFE  

PG L`rsdqƍr PG Doctoral  

 

Å  Periods of repeat study, where the student is not progressing, will not 

be funded 

Å  SLC should not receive a confirmation if the student is not 

progressing on the course  



Personal Eligibility (2) - England 

Withdrawal & Overpayment  
 

Å  Vhsgcq`v`kr % Nudqo`xldmsƍr onkhbx vhkk ad `r odq btqqdms

PGML policy 

 

Payment and Entitlement - SFE  

PG L`rsdqƍr PG Doctoral  

Å  Where a student withdraws from their course, all future payments will 

be cancelled 



Personal Eligibility (2) - England 

 

Transfers  
 

Å  Course transfer policy will be as per current PGML policy 

 

 

 

Change of Circumstances - SFE  

PG L`rsdqƍr PG Doctoral  

Å  Students can transfer between eligible courses and remain 

eligible for support 

 



Personal Eligibility (2) - England 

 

Suspension / Resumptions  

 

 

Change of Circumstances - SFE  

PG L`rsdqƍr PG Doctoral  

Å  SLC should be notified of a suspension where the student is absent for: 

 

Å  More than 60 days, due to illness; or 

Å  For any period, for any reason other than illness 



Personal Eligibility (2) - England 
 

Repayments  

 

 

 

Repayments - SFE  

PG L`rsdqƍr PG Doctoral  

Å  Income contingent repayments under the PGL repayment plan 

Å  Students will repay 6% of income above the threshold 

Å  Sghr cdctbshnm hr s`jdm rdo`q`sdkx eqnl sgd anqqnvdqƍr dwhrshmf ok`m 0 .

plan 2 loans (if applicable)  



Personal Eligibility (2) - England 

 

Repayments Ɗ Repayment Due Date  

 

 

 

 

Repayments - SFE  

Å 6th April following course end date or student withdrawal date 

Or:  

Å 6 April following the fourth anniversary of the course start date, 

where the course lasts longer than 4 years 



Personal Eligibility (2) - England 

PGD Wales 

 

Å Eqnl @X 07.08 hs hr sgd Vdkrg Fnudqmldmsƍr hmsdmshnm sn l`jd

support of up to £25,000 available to new students OR in Wales 

 

Å The Welsh Government consultation closed on 2 March 2018 

 

 

PG Doctoral Wales - SFW  



Personal Eligibility (2) - England 

PGD Wales 

 

Å The Welsh Government is proposing that the support system will reflect the 

proposals for PGD support for England domiciled students 

 

Å The introduction of Doctoral Loans is subject to approval by the 

National Assembly for Wales  

 

 

PG Doctoral Wales - SFW  



 

Bgqhrsnogdq NƍMdhkk 

SLC Planning and Policy Team 

*   Bgqhrsnogdq^NƍMdhkk?rkb-bn-tj 

 

 

 

 

Trudi Tokarczyk 

SLC Planning and Policy Team 

*  Trudi_Tokarczyk@slc.co.uk 

 



Course Submission 
Courses Management Service (CMS) 



Å CMS Postgraduate course collection is scheduled for April to be completed by end 
of May 

 

Å All relevant providers to enter course details on CMS ahead of Service Launch 

 

Å Postgraduate Doctoral Loans will use the Apply Once concept  

 

Å PGL Doctoral service anticipated to go live June 2018  

 

 

 

Personal Eligibility (2) - England Course Collection 



Å CMS has been developed to ensure PGL Doctoral courses can be identified when a 

student applies on-line 

 

Å CMS Export includes  

ï Funding Level to enable providers to distinguish between Postgraduate and 

Undergraduate courses  

and  

ï Qualification Level to distinguish between Masters and Doctoral courses 

 

Å Improved term date format Ɗ Providers can upload both start date and end date Month 

from a drop down list 

 

 

 

CMS changes  

 
Personal Eligibility (2) - England CMS Changes 



Personal Eligibility (2) - England Adding a Doctoral Course 



Personal Eligibility (2) - England Qualification 



   

Å UCAS course code will default to No but this can be amended if required 

Å HEP codes will mirror undergraduate  (up to 5 can be used) 

Å At least one Subject Category must be selected  

Å The only attribute applicable to Doctoral  courses is the Distance Learning indicator 

 

 

 

Personal Eligibility (2) - England Subject Category/Attributes 



Å English and Welsh domiciled students and EU students studying in England/Wales 

respectively are eligible for the PG Doctoral Loans in AY18/19 

 

Å the domicile designation field is pre-determined and non editable when entering a 

Doctoral course in CMS 

 

Å Details of the domicile designation are presented back to the user once the course has 

been added... 

Personal Eligibility (2) - England Designation 



Personal Eligibility (2) - England Term Dates 



AY section: Locations and Available Course Years functionality will be the same as 

Postgraduate Masters  

 

Personal Eligibility (2) - England Available Course Years 



Providers will only be able to edit certain fields after a Doctoral course has been 

entered to CMS 

 

 

 

Editable fields:  

 

Å Course Name 

Å UCAS Course Code 

Å HEP Course Code 

Å Available Course Years 

Å Term Dates - start date non editable if 

date has passed 

 

 

 

Non Editable fields:  

 

Å Course Duration 

Å Course Qualification 

Å Location 

Å Subject Classification 

 

 

 

Personal Eligibility (2) - England Course Edit Functionality 



Registration, Reporting and Monitoring 
Student Information Service (SIS) 



Able to view 
Doctoral  Students 

from launch in 
Summer 2018 

New Search 
Filters for 

Qualification on 
View Student 

Information and 
Registration 

Worklist screens 

No Manual 
Registration for 

Doctoral 
students  

Same CoC 
screens and 
validation as 
PG Masters  

Personal Eligibility (2) - England System Changes - SIS 



Å Student visible on Registration 

Worklist 30 days prior to the start 

date of course 

 

Å One registration confirmation 

required to release all three 

payments 

 

Å Use both Funding Level & 

Qualification filter on Registration 

Worklist for Doctoral students 

 

Å Registration Worklist results will 

also provide course start date 

information 

Course 
Start 
Date  

 

Personal Eligibility (2) - England Registration 



Å You can confirm registration provided that 

the student has commenced studies on an 

eligible course 

Å Course Transfer CoCs  should be 

submitted to rectify any course mismatch   

Å Xnt vhkk ad `akd sn rtalhs `m ƌMƍ bncd sn

remove a student from your worklist if they 

do not enrol with your HEP 

Å Registration can be submitted within the 

same file upload as Undergraduate 

confirmation. File format for registration 

remains unchanged 

Personal Eligibility (2) - England Registration 


