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Advanced Learner Loans: Welcome and Contents 

This session will provide the platform for delegates to explore and discuss how Advanced Learner Loans 
(ALL) support can be positioned and promoted to maintain momentum in an evolving funding landscape:

• This presentation will move through distinct sections, from a snapshot of the current ALL environment to 
an overview of the SFE resources available to support our partners with their promotional activities 

Section 1: Advanced Learner Loans Health Check

Section 2: Core Messages: Position the Positives, Understand the Challenges
Core Messages: Focus on Repayment

Section 3: Promotion and Communication

Section 4: Administration

Section 5: Resources Overview
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Advanced Learner Loans Health Check: Application Volumes   

How does the government analysis of the overall balance and payment value of Advanced Leaner Loans support
translate against the volume of learner applications received across the last five academic years?
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18/19 134,519
19/20 123,881
20/21 116,393
21/22 95,426
*22/23 40,521
Total 510,740

Are these headline figures representative of the Advanced Learner Loans application 
trends for your institution? 



OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

Advanced Learner Loans
Section 2:
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ALL: Remember the Positives, Understand the Challenges

Positioning positive Advanced Learner Loans messages at the forefront of any promotional or recruitment activities
can maintain their appeal to potential learners, particularly as they are faced with other study or funding options: 

Policy and product points that can form a core part of Advanced Leaner Loans promotion include:

• Recognised qualifications including A Levels and Access to HE Diplomas included as eligible learning aims

• No previous study or Equivalent Level Qualification restrictions 

• Balance write-off for eligible Access to HE Diploma learners on completion of a HE course 

• A learner’s repayments are linked to what they earn, NOT what they owe 
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ALL Challenges: Emerging Alternative Study Options   

While positive messages help maintain learner interest, it is also important to be aware of emerging alternative study
options and government policy focus which may provide a direct challenge to Advanced Learner Loans uptake:

HE Short Courses:

• Loans will be available for the duration of the HE Short Courses trial (1st September 2022 to 31st August 2025)

• DfE wants to deliver a transformative Lifelong Loan Entitlement (LLE) by 2025 and the HESC funding is being 
considered as a trial for this launch

Higher Technical Qualifications (HTQ): 

• From AY 2023/24, designation for HE student finance will extend to Level 4 and 5 HTQ courses longer than 1 year 
including Maintenance Loans 

• HTQ courses shorter than 1 year will qualify for ALL Tuition Fee only
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Core Messages – Focus on Repayment
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Focus on Repayment: Essential Learner Messages   

From AY 2023/24, loan repayment policies for ALL students in England will be changing
and key facts about how repayments will work include:

• You won’t have to make repayments until your income is over a new set threshold, which will be £25,000 a year 
until April 2027

• From April 2027 the threshold is set to rise annually with inflation (RPI)

• If you study a full-time course, you will be due to start repaying from the April after completing your course or 
leaving/withdrawing from higher / further education

• To make the system fairer for students, the student loan interest rate will be set at RPI +0% for new borrowers 
starting courses from AY 2023/24

• If your income drops below the threshold, your repayments will stop and any outstanding balance will be written-
off 40 years after entering repayment
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Access to HE: ALL Balance Write-Off Value  

To further illustrate the benefit of communicating the policy rule, as of September 2022, 42,640 borrowers have had
the balance for Advanced Learner Loans taken for Access to HE Diplomas written off, to a value over £152 million:

Course 
Start Year

ALL Amount 
Written Off

Number of 
Learners

Number of 
FE Providers

Number of 
HE Providers

2013 £28,396,165 8,467 262 254
2014 £24,580,283 7,073 255 259
2015 £21,921,973 6,056 242 260
2016 £28,884,068 7,820 258 265
2017 £29,791,202 8,007 263 248
2018 £18,697,922 5,122 228 216
2019 £305,025 84 40 39
2020 £38,286 11 6 8
Total £152,614,927 42,640 1,554 1,549

Are there any common areas of enquiry or concern relating to repaying ALL support raised 
by learners at your institution? 
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ALL Promotion and Communication: Timing is Everything 

The timing of promotional activities to raise awareness of Advanced Learner Loans and the application process will be
a central contributing factor in their success and some basic approaches to promotion timing could include:

• In-line with the opening of the Advanced Learner Loans application service

• To coincide with the start of a new academic year or with learning aim intake points

• All year round with a constant presence on websites and social media but pushed more at key times 

Advanced Learner Loans application submission trends (AY 2022/23 to end of September 2022)
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Application & Administration
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Advanced Learner Loans - Timeline

14

Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Jan Feb

Allocations 
released

First 
performance-
management 
point (PMP1)

Funding 
rules 
published

Performance 
management 
points  added 
to funding rules

Performance-
management 
outcomes

Start of 
funding 
year 23/24

Agreements 
issued

Launch of 
application 
cycle

Second 
performance-
management 
point launches
(PMP2)

Performance-
management 
outcomes

23/24 
LAFIL 
available



OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

Service Standard Requirements
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Monitoring your Facility 

SLC

Provider

ESFA

LAFIL Control

Curriculum planning 

Performance Management Points

Compliance – ESFA & SLC

LP Portal Financial Reports
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Loan Facility Details
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Payment Instalment Report

18



OFFICIAL

OFFICIAL

Advanced Learner Loans 
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Resources Overview
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ALL Resources: Factsheets and Guides 

A cornerstone of the resource offer is the suite of factsheets and quick guides, designed and written to provide clear
information and key messages across every aspect of Advanced Learner Loans, from eligibility to repayment:

• Factsheets and guides cover general topics relevant to all learners, focused messages for specific learning aims 
(A Levels and Access to HE Diplomas) and targeted learner groups, including offenders in custody

• Future developments include a key message factsheet written for employers 
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ALL Resources: Visually Engaging Material 

To provide a more visual element to the essential Advanced Learner Loan apply to repay messages, a selection of
alternative resources are also available to supplement the factsheets and quick guides, these include:

• An illustrated end-to-end Learner Journey ‘infographic’ and ‘storyboard’

• A short, informative ‘ALL Explained’ YouTube film

The factsheets and other resources are available from the Supporting Materials 
section of the SFE practitioners website: www.practitioners.slc.co.uk

Supporting

Materials
Scan Here

https://www.practitioners.slc.co.uk/
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ALL Resources: Online Guidance 

To maximise the reach of and access to Advanced Learner Loans information, dedicated content can be found across
customer facing websites including GOV.UK, the SFE ‘zone’ on The Student Room and SFE ‘hub’ on UCAS.com:

• These sources of ALL content are valuable points of reference for providers to signpost applicants toward, either 
directly or by including links to these sites from their websites or social media channels
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ALL Resources: Learning Provider Services
For guidance information, the 
Service Agreement, upcoming 
events and news please visit the 
LP Services website:
https://www.lpservices.slc.co.uk/

Contact Partner Support Desk
E-mail:
LP_Services@slc.co.uk
Phone:
0300 100 0643

Or contact your Regional 
FE Account Manager

https://www.lpservices.slc.co.uk/
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Question and Answer
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